Archery from A to Z

A 

A/C/C
Aluminum/Carbon/Composite arrow shaft.
Actual Draw Weight
The measured or calculated Draw Weight of an Archer. ex. a marked bow of 30 lbs. at 28" draw when used by a person having a 28" draw length will have an Actual Draw Weight of 30lbs.
(a 1" difference in draw length will make approx. 2 lbs. difference in draw weight.)

Addressing the Target

The archer is straddling the shooting line prior to shooting.

Aim
To superimpose a sight pin on the center of a target or, when not using a sight, the placement of the tip of the arrow on a particular point for a given distance.

Aluminum (Arrows)
The material some Arrows are made from. Includes material such as the XX75 or 7075-T9 alloy, XX78 SS or 7178-T9 alloy.  
Anchor, Anchor Point/Spot or Reference Point
The final resting spot on the archer’s face in which the archer comes to full draw.  For the finger shooter and the release shooter, the anchor point or spot will differ.

Arbalest
A medieval crossbow that needed a windlass to draw the bow string back.
Archer

Someone who shoots the bow and arrow
Archers Paradox

The flexing of an arrow when shot: is different for finger shooters and release shooters.

side to side for finger shooters and up and down for release shooters, think of a Sidewinder snake, but not so extreme..
Archery

The shooting of an arrow using a bow. 
Arm Guard
A piece of stiff material used to protect the bow arm from the slap of the bow string upon release, worn on the inside of the bow arm.
Anti-Coagulant (illegal in all states.)

Sodium Citrate Crystals and One tablespoon to ½ cup water (KEEP Calcium Chloride for antidote)
Arrow

A carbon, aluminum or carbon aluminum composite, with or without feathers or plastic vane fletching and with a nock of some material attached to the back end of the arrow so that it can be shot from a bow using the string.
Arrow Case
A box of wood or other material to store and carry Arrows. Each arrow being held separate either via foam, slots or clips to protect the feathers or vanes.

Arrowhead

Referring to a broadhead.  Usually referring to the ‘broadheads’ made by the American Indian.  

Arrow Plate
A plate, adjustable or fixed, to which the arrow rest is attached.
A piece of horn, shell or leather just above the handle of a longbow where the arrow passes as it leaves the bow.
Arrow Point or Pile
Metal point inserted into end of an arrow shaft.  Can also be that the shaft fits inside the point as in wooden shafts and some carbon shafts.

Arrow Rest
A projection or support on the bow or the arrow plate located in the sight window on which the arrow lies when nocked on the bowstring.

Arrow Shelf

An area of the bow, formed by the manufacture, to allow the arrow to be released from the string so as not to interfere with the rRelease of the arrow and its flight.
Arrowsmith
A person who makes/or made ‘metal’ arrowheads.
Ascham
A tall narrow cabinet in which cows and arrows are kept.

Ash (Arrows)

Wood arrows are used by traditional archers.  Some of the ‘trees’ used are Ramin, Douglas Fir, Maple, Hickory, Pine, Sitka Spruce, Southeastern Alaskan (yellow) Cedar, Chundoo, laminated Cedar and Pine, Birch and Poplar; with each having it’s good qualities and bad qualities.

Axle
The bearing pin holding the wheel or cam in the limbs of a compound bow.  (The length of a compound bow is measured from top axle to the bottom axle).
B
Back
The side of the Bow away from the bowstring.

Back Tension Release

When an archer, uses his rhomboid muscles, releases the trigger mechanism and thus the arrow. 
Backed Bow
A bow which has been backed with rawhide, wood, fibre, sinew or other material. 

Bamboo

A renewable resource that can be used to make traditional bows or arrows. 
Ballista
A very large medieval crossbow used by an army attacking the walls of a besieged town. This crossbow was capable of firing large rocks and spears long distances.

Barebow
The discipline of shooting without a bow sight, stabilizers or release aid. 
Barreled Arrow

An arrow that is thicker in the middle of the arrow and tapering towards both ends.
Bass or Bast
The twisted straw back of a straw mat target butt.
Belly
The side of the bow nearest the bow string, now called the 'face'. 
Billet

One of two short pieces joined at the handle to make a bow.
Birch (Arrows)

Wood arrows are used by traditional archers.  Some of the ‘trees’ used are Ramin, Douglas Fir, Maple, Ash, Hickory, Pine, Sitka Spruce, Southeastern Alaskan (yellow) Cedar, Chundoo, laminated Cedar and Pine, Poplar; with each having it’s good qualities and bad qualities.
Blunt Point
Usually a conical rubber arrow point designed not to let the arrow penetrate a target, but rather to bounce off.

Bob-tailed Arrow
An arrow that is thicker at the point. It tapers to the nock end.
Bodkin
A medieval type of arrowhead designed to shoot through protective chainmail or armour usually worn by knights.  The typical bodkin was a square-section Arrowhead, generally up to 4½" (11.5cm) long and ⅜" (1 cm) thick at its widest point, tapered down behind this initial "punch" shape.
Bolt (see quarrel(s)
A short arrow used in a crossbow.  A shorter arrow than used on a traditional bow or compound bow.  A longated point used during medieval times.
Boss (Target)

The function of the boss is to brake the arrow carefully
Bounce, Bouncer or Bounce Out
An arrow that hits its target, but instead of staying in the target, it ‘bounces’ off or out.  This arrow can be scored if all archers in that group agree on where it hit, or there is no agreement the arrow can be shot again.
Bow Arm
The arm that holds the bow.

Bow Hand
The hand that holds the bow.

Bowhunter
A person who hunts with a bow and arrow.  Different countries and states have different legal game.
Bow Lock

A ‘mechanism’ that does not allow the drawback of the bow string.  It can either stop the string from being pulled back or stop the cam from rotating.
Bow Sight
A mechanical device attached to the bow with which the archer can aim directly at the target.

Bow Sling
A leather or nylon strap, fastened to either the bow or the archer's hand, which prevents the bow from falling to the ground when the archer shoots without gripping the Bow.

Bow String
A multi stranded string of either dacron, kevlar, fast flight or other material looped to the bow nocks or teardrops. 
Bow Stringer
Cord with two pockets of dissimilar size or one pocket and one saddle, used to string a recurve bow.

Bow Stave
A cut piece of wood used to make a bow.

Bow Square
T-Shaped device to measure brace height and nocking point location.

Bow Window
The section of the riser center line
Bowyer
A person who makes traditional recurve or longbows. 
Bowyer’s Knot (Timber Hitch)
Flemish braid strings were braided with a loop at only one end, meaning that the top had a loop braided into the String and the other end was left loose. This loose end was to be tied onto the lower limb notch and left there permanently (once the correct brace height was achieved).  By RJ Bachner
Brace

To string a bow.
Bracing a Bow  **Use a bow-stringer

For stringing longbow or recurve with a foot or leg.

Loss of control could result in twisting of both limb tips.  Loss of control could result in injury to your face.

Brace(ing) Height
The distance from the string to the pivot point of the bow when strung. (Old English: fistmele).
Bracer
A name used for an arm guard.  Usually used to describe the leather arm guard used with a longbow.

Bracing

Used to describe the stringing of the bow in preparation for shooting, by placing the bow string loops into position in the notches at the end of the bow limbs. 
Brash

Wood when it is brittle.

Broadhead
An Arrowhead with ‘triangular’ shaped cutting blades used for hunting animals.
Brought Round Compass

When a bow was tillered, or tested for its Curve, as Sir Roger Ascham would say…
Bubble
A small spirit level, fitted in the bow sight, to indicate when the bow is being held vertical (compound bows only). Also: 'level'.

Bulls-Eye

The center of the target or that part of the target face with the highest scoring value.
Butt (Target Butt)
Any Backstop to which a target face is attached.
Button (See Plunger)

For Finger Shooters, a part of the arrow rest that contacts the side of an arrow, allowing adjustability so that one can tune the ‘flight’ of the arrow.  Usually involves a spring loaded device for more favorable adjustability.
C
Cables
The plastic covered steel cables that connect the string via the cams or wheels to the opposite limb of a compound bow.  Newer bows no longer are connected via steel cables, but via strings.
Cams
The wheels on a compound bow have a 'cam shape' to one side that controls the amount of force and the shape of the draw/force curve of the bow. Many different cam shapes are available to choose from.  ex. Hoyt's 'Accuwheel' = soft cam, smooth shooting for target archers, 'Performa Cam' = radical cam, stores maximum energy for bowhunters.

Cant
To hold the bow at an angle to the right or left while at full draw. The reference to right or left is determined by the position of the top limb.

Carbon
A material used to make quality ‘carbon’ arrows and bows used in archery. 
Carriage Bow

A bow joined under the handle in a ferrule so it comes apart.

Cast
The distance a bow can propel an arrow.

Cast in the bow

A bow that when unstrung bends back past the straight line is termed reflexed.  One that continues to bend toward the belly is said to follow the string. A lateral deviation is called a... 
Center Serving (Centre Serving)
The protective winding on the center of the string where the arrows are nocked.

Center Shot Bow (Centre Shot)
A bow where the sight window has been cut past the bow's centerline.
Chrysal(ed)  (Belly of bow)

Small and/or faint compression fractures
Chundoo (Arrows)

Wood arrows are used by traditional archers.  Some of the ‘trees’ used are Ramin, Douglas Fir, Maple, Ash, Hickory, Pine, Sitka Spruce, Southeastern Alaskan (yellow) Cedar, Laminated Cedar and Pine, Birch and Poplar; with each having it’s good qualities and bad qualities.
Classic Style
A method of shooting with as little deviation as possible from normal relaxed body position.

Classification

The ranking of an archer in a tournament or the ranking of the archers ability and accomplishments among his/her peers.
Clicker
Small strip of metal mounted on the sight window in front of the arrow rest giving precise indication of full draw by snapping off the arrow point with an audible "click".

Clout
A form of target shooting in which an arrow is shot into the air at a 15 metre diameter target on the ground at distances of up to 180 metres.

Coach (for archery)
A person with the knowledge who, may or may not be paid, helps another member of the archery community, to either mentally or physically become a much better shot, thereby increasing his accuracy and score.
Cock Feather
The feather or plastic vane of a different color than the other two on an arrow. (Also called the index feather/vane or fletch).  It can also be used to orient the arrow to the string.
Composite Bow
A Bow made of more than one material.
Compound Bow
A hand-drawn, hand-held bow that for similar poundage at full draw, stores more energy (than a recurve bow), through the use of one or two cables and two ‘eccentric’ wheels. Most modern compound bows have more than a 65%  let-off of the peak draw poundage at full draw, ex. a compound bow of 60lb. peak weight will have a holding weight of approx. 21lb. at full draw.
Compression Fracture
What happens to the belly of the bow when bent to much or too far. 
Creep (in a bow string)

When the string becomes elongated after continues use.  Today’s bowstrings are made up of materials that are pre-stressed under several hundreds of pounds so as to minimize the creep when the string is used by the customer.
Creep(ing) 
Letting the arrow move slowly forward before release (not maintaining full draw or your proper draw length). This is usually caused by the loss of shoulder/back muscle tension. 
Crest(ing) 
Colored bands applied close to the rear of an arrow shaft, used as identifying marks.

Crossbow

A horizontal device with the same features of a compound, recurve or longbow.  It fires a shorter arrow with the help of a mechanical device which release the string, firing the arrow.  There are traditional and compound crossbows. 
Crow Bill

An arrow head made of horn
D
Dacron
A synthetic material used to make bowstrings.  Breaking strain = 50 lbs./strand. Very durable and consistent.
Dead Release
A release where the drawing hand remains at the anchor point after releasing the bow string.
(No follow through of the drawing hand).

Deflex 

The limbs are ‘slightly’ back of the handle at rest.
Dead Shaft

An arrow that flies sluggishly or has no spine.   
Dead Wind

When the wind is at an archers back.   
Director of Shooting
The official in charge of an archery tournament.
Douglas (Arrows)

Wood arrows are used by traditional archers.  Some of the ‘trees’ used are Ramin, Maple, Ash, Hickory, Pine, Sitka Spruce, Southeastern Alaskan (yellow) Cedar, Chundoo, laminated Cedar and Pine, Birch and Poplar; with each having it’s good qualities and bad qualities.
Dominate Eye
The eye that takes over the aiming process when you start to aim at your target when at full draw   Some people have one dominate eye and some people have two co-dependent eyes; meaning they can aim equally well keeping both eyes open.
Double Round

Shooting the same round twice.

Draw

Bringing the Bow string from it’s brace height (or resting position), to the persons anchor point.

Draw Check
A device fitted to a compound bow so the archer can maintain a consistent draw length.  Can be similar to a clicker as on recurve bows or more usually as two separate small plastic blocks, one fitted to each cable.  As the bow is pulled to full draw, the two blocks move together, until they touch at full draw.

Drawing Fingers

The fingers one uses to draw back the string.  Some shooters may draw their string with 3 fingers and hold with two.  
Drawing Hand
The hand which draws the bow string back.

Draw Length
The distance, measured in inches, from the pivot point of the bow to the slot in the arrow nock when at full draw.

Draw Weight
The force, in pounds, required to draw a bow a distance.  (Usually stated as  xx @ 28' , where xx = lbs at 28 inch draw length).

Drift

What an arrow will do, but how much, depends on the amount of influence on the during the flight of the arrow.
Dynamic Spine

How much the arrow bends after being fired from a bow.  This all depends on the stiffness or Static Spine of the arrow; as well as the string force, fletching, nock weights and so forth.  The weakness and /or stiffness of an arrow are often mentioned when discussing which arrow will best suit you setup.  
E
Ears 

Stiff tips at the end of the limbs
End
A set number of arrows that are shot before going to the target to score (usually 3 or 5).  
F
Face
The surface of the bow that faces the archer, the side closest to the string or the front of a paper target
Fade Out 
Where the thick grip section fades & blends into the widest part of each limb.
Fast

When someone says the word ‘fast’, shooting stops and arrows are returned to their quiver.  Use in an emergency. 
Fade Out

The point of the limb that fades from the non-working part to the working part of the limb, known as the whip.
Fast Flight
A synthetic material used to make bowstrings.  Breaking strain = 95 lbs./strand. Minimal stretch ensures consistency.  A slippery material that requires specific serving to be used.
Fast Flight S4
A composite of Polyester 'Spectra' (FastFlight) and 'Vectran' materials used to make bowstrings.
Breaking strain = 160 lbs./strand.  Due to its strength, less strands are required to make a bowstring, so it’s lighter and faster.

Field Archery
An archery round in which an archer shoots from a variety of distances at targets set up in natural country.

Field Captain
The official in charge of an archery tournament.

Field Draw 

Anchor at the corner of the mouth.

Field Point
Point at the end of the arrow that goes into a target when it is shot, preventing the arrow from falling out.

Field Shooting
A target round, sort of like a 3D tournament except that Black and white targets are used.  A round consist of 24 targets, ‘bullseye’ targets. .  
Finger Tab
A piece of smooth material worn on the drawing hand to protect the fingers and to give a smooth release of the bow string.  Known to be made of calf hair, leather or some other smooth sunbstance.
Fistmele
The Old English term for Brace Height.  Measured with closed fist resting on belly of longbow with the thumb extended towards bowstring.
FITA
Fédération Internationale de Tir à l'Arc, International Archery Federation, the International Governing body of Target archery.  
Flax-linen
A natural material used to make bowstrings.  Used in medieval times and now used on re-enactment longbows.

Flemish, Traditional Bow String

Material made for traditional recurves and longbows.  Twisted into a ‘single’ string and at the correct length for the bow it is used on and fitted to go over the notched ends on both limbs   
Fletch
To glue a feather or plastic vane to an arrow shaft.  Used to describe the feather or plastic vane on an arrow shaft.
Fletcher
A person who puts on the plastic vanes or feathers of an arrow. 
Fletching(s)
The feathers, plastic vanes or other devices attached to the arrow shaft which stabilizes the flight of an arrow.

Fletching Jig
A device used to hold the arrow shaft in place and correctly locate and align the placement of the fletching.

Flight Arrow
An arrow used in Flight Shooting. Usually very light and very stiff and fitted with very small fletching to reduce wind drag.

Flight Bow
A very strong bow specifically made for flight shooting.  Usually with 'shoot through' riser and short limbs.
Draw weight can exceed 100 lbs.

Flight Shooting
A discipline of archery purely aimed at attaining the longest distance one can with a bow.

Flinching
Moving ones bow arm and/or drawing hand just before release.

Flirt

When an arrow ‘jumps’ out of its line of flight. 
Flu-Flu 
A arrow fitted with many plastic or feather fletches spiraled around the arrow shaft. The arrow can only be shot about 30 yards due to the amount of wind drag on the feathers.  You can also use one large plastic ‘vane’ spiraled around the arrow shaft.
Follow Through
Movement of the drawing hand/arm and bow arm after the release.

Footed Arrow (footing)
Soft wood arrow w/hard wood fore shaft. Stronger than Self Arrow

Foot Markers
Lines, stakes or other devices to indicate the archer's foot positions at the shooting line.

Free Style
A method of shooting using a bow-sight to aid the archer in aiming.  Can also mean the use of almost any sight or release.  See IBO or NFAA rules for today’s meanings.
Freeze
Inability to move the bow to the desired position while at full draw, or inability to release.

Fret 

A large Chrysal.
Full Draw
The position of the archer when the bow string has been drawn and the drawing hand is at the anchor point.
G
Gold (Hitting the Gold)

The yellow center portion of a FITA style target.  

Goose Feathers
The feathers of the Grey Goose were used by medieval archers due to their excellent arrow flight quality.

GNAS

It was started in 1844 in York as the Grand National Archery Society.  Now called the Archery GB and formed in Liverpool in 1861.  
Grip
To hold the bow.  The handle of the bow held by the archer during shooting.
Ground Quiver
A device, generally metal, pushed into the ground to hold arrows and/or bow.

Group(ing)
The pattern of arrows in the target, also known as a cluster.

H
Handicap
A system used to keep the best archers and the others close in competition.  Not always deemed proper as it ‘equals’ out everyone, even for those archers not willing to put in the work ethic needed to be their best.

Handle (Grip)

The part of the bow the archer holds when he is at full draw.
Hanger
An arrow that barely hits the target and instead of penetrating the target, it will just hang there with part of the point holding onto the target.
Hanging Arrow

An arrow that does not penetrate the target, but dangles from its point of entry into the target.

Handle
The centre part of the bow exclusive of the limbs and surrounding the grip.
HE! HE!
Use the same as saying “Fore” in golf.
Heel (ing)
Exert pressure with the heel of the hand on the lower part of the handle during the shot.. 
Hen Feathers
A designation referring to the two fletching’s on the shaft that are the same color.

Hickory (Arrows)

Wood arrows are used by traditional archers.  Some of the ‘trees’ used are Ramin, Douglas Fir, Maple, Ash, Pine, Sitka Spruce, Southeastern Alaskan (yellow) Cedar, Chundoo, laminated Cedar and Pine, Birch and Poplar; with each having it’s good qualities and bad qualities.

Hinge 

An area that bends a great deal more than the wood on both sides of it.

Hinged Fang
(1948) The 1st Mechanical Broadhead.
Hit

An arrow which embeds itself within one of the scoring areas on the target.
Hold
The moment before the shooter releases the string.  The archer ‘holds’ at full draw, aims, breathes and releases the string.
I
Index fletching
The feather or plastic vane that is a different color than the rest of the fletching. (Also known as the cock feather).  It can also be used to orient the arrow to the string.

Ishi

The last member of the Yana Indian tribe of California.  The person who taught Dr. Saxton Pope how to shoot and make his own traditional archery equipment and how to hunt.    

J
Judge

The person in a tournament that is responsible for administering the rules.
Judo point
An arrow point fitted with spring-loaded wire prongs that will catch on grass or scrub to stop the arrow from digging into the ground and ‘disappearing’.
K
Kevlar
A synthetic material used to make bowstrings.  A very strong and light material, but has no stretch, which causes more shock to the limb tips. Some bows cannot use Kevlar bowstrings.
Limited life-span of this material when used for bowstrings as it will break due to repeated bending.

Kick

1) When the bow shoots with a jar to the bow hand. 2) An arrow hitting the target, not sticking, but jumps out.
Kisser (Kisser Button)
Small protrusion placed on the bow string as an additional anchor reference point. Touches the archer's lips, teeth or nose at full draw. 
Kisser button (Kisser)
Small protrusion placed on the bow string as an additional anchor reference point. Touches the archer's lips, teeth or nose at full draw. 
Kyudo
The traditional Japanese form of Archery.
Kyudo Archery
A ceremonial style of archery, first practiced in Japan over 1200 years ago, involving Zen meditation to 'become one with the bow'.

Kyudo arrows
Traditional arrows used in Kyudo Archery.  These arrows are over 1 metre (40 inches) in length and fletched with traditional feathers.

Kyudo Bow
A Japanese longbow, approx. 2 metres (79 inches) in length. The 'grip' is about one third distance from the bottom tip of the bow. The bowstring is drawn using a shooting glove fitted with a thumb groove for the string to sit in. The drawing hand is pulled back until over the rear shoulder and the bowstring is released by relaxing the thumb, allowing the bowstring to slip out of the groove.
L
Laminated bow
A bow made of several layers of different material glued together, usually two layers of fiberglass and a hardwood core.

Laminated Cedar and Pine (Arrows)

Wood arrows are used by traditional archers.  Some of the ‘trees’ used are Ramin, Douglas Fir, Maple, Ash, Hickory, Pine, Sitka Spruce, Southeastern Alaskan (yellow) Cedar, Chundoo, Birch and Poplar; with each having it’s good qualities and bad qualities.
Lamination(s)

The thin strips of material used to make the bows limbs.
Launcher
A style of arrow rest used extensively on compound bows. Can be a one-piece flat metal prong with a 'v' groove for the arrow to rest in or can be two round metal prongs set apart to suit the size of the arrow.
Left-handed archer
An archer who holds the bow in the right hand and draws with the left hand.

Left-handed bow
A bow with the sight window cut out on the right hand side when viewed from the face of the bow.
Let Down

Releasing tension on the string after drawing without releasing the arrow.

Let-off
The reduction in draw weight of a compound bow, when pulled to full draw, usually expressed as a percentage.
Most modern compound bows have a 65% to 80% let-off; ex. a marked peak weight of 50 lbs. and a full draw weight of 32.5 lbs.

Level
A small spirit level, fitted in the bow sight, to indicate when the bow is being held vertical (compound bows only).  
Limbs
The energy storing parts of the bow above and below the riser.

Limb Bolts
The turn bolts at the bottom of each limb or at the top of each side of the riser.  One turn clock-wise can increase the bows draw weight from 2 to 5 lbs and one turn counter-clockwise will have the opposite effect.
Limb Dampeners
‘Rubber’ forms attached to the limbs of a bow to reduce the vibrations in the limbs after the release of the string
Limb Pocket
A recessed slot in the top and bottom of the riser, shaped to fit the ends of the bow limbs and maintain correct limb alignment.  Attached using bolts.
Limb Twist
A failure in the bow limb where the bow tip turns away from aligning with the bowstring. Can be caused by over-stressing or over-exposure to very high temperatures making the bow limbs deflect.  In extreme cases, the bowstring can slip off the limb at full draw on a recurve bow.  If a Compound bow is left with the cables still against the cable guard for an extended period of time, the limbs can twist, forcing the ‘wheels’ out of alignment to the cables and the cables can miss the cam grooves after release and the bow will 'de-string' itself resulting in damage to the bow and the archer using it.  (Before buying any bow, check for any signs of Limb Twist.)  Not as much of a problem with today’s bows.
Lock

1) The method of holding the string at full draw, or locking at your full draw.  2) The method of lock(ing) your bow so that it cannot be drawn.  
Longbow
Self bow in the tradition of the old English bows, slightly deflexed and without or with minimal reflex at the bow tips, approximately 1.7 metres (5 ft. 6 inches) in length.  (The bow being the height of the individual seems best.)
Loop
The woven or served looped ends of the bowstring that fit in the bow nocks when the bow is strung.

Loose
To release the bowstring. (Old English term).  Command given to archers to begin shooting, usually in battles.
M
Maple (Arrows)

Wood arrows are used by traditional archers.  Some of the ‘trees’ used are Ramin, Douglas Fir, Ash, Hickory, Pine, Sitka Spruce, Southeastern Alaskan (yellow) Cedar, Chundoo, laminated Cedar and Pine, Birch and Poplar; with each having it’s good qualities and bad qualities.
Mark

The intended spot on a target you actually meant to hit.

Mass Weight
The actual physical weight of the bow or completed arrow
Midi Nocks

Old fashion nocks that can be burned to leave virtually no trace but ashes. 

Mono Filament
Referring to a single strand serving thread.
Mouse Trap

A mechanical release aid. 
N
Nock
1) To place an arrow on the bow string.  2) The attachment to the rear end of an arrow which is placed on the bow string and holds the arrow on the string.  3) The brass or string nock placed on the arrow so you know where to place the nock of an arrow.
Nock Locator

The stops on the serving of the bowstring which mark the nocking point for the arrow.

Nock or Nok Set
A small brass attachment added to the string to set the nocking point.

Nocking point
The specific point where the arrow is to be nocked/attached to the string.

Nok set or Nock Set
A small brass attachment added to the string to set the nocking point.
O
Obsidian

A naturally occurring volcanic glass formed as an extrusive igneous rock.  It is produced when felsic lava extruded from a volcano cools rapidly with minimum crystal growth.  It therefore fractures with very sharp edges, which had been used in the past in cutting and piercing tools, and are still used as surgical scalpel blades.  It was also used by the Indians of California as ‘money’ or to barter with. 
Olympic Style (method of shooting)
A method where your anchor point is under the chin.


Open Stance
The position of the feet on the shooting line, where the left foot is behind an imaginary line extending between the archer's right foot and the center of the target (for a right handed archer).
Outs

An arrow that does not group well with the others of its kind. 
Over Bowed

The point to where the archer cannot properly draw the bow and hold properly in order to shoot properly.  In other words, the archer has too much draw weight on their bow to draw and hold properly.
Over Draw

Drawing the arrow beyond the actual archers anchor point.  Also - An arrow rest allowing the archer to shoot a shorter than usual arrow for the archer..

P
Peak Weight
The maximum draw weight of a compound bow.  The peak weight is adjustable on a compound bow by turning the limb bolts, giving approx. a 10 lb. weight range.

Peeking

An undesired motion of the archer's head at the time of release, in an attempt to follow the arrow trajectory into the target.

Peep Sight
Also known as string peep. An aperture is a small round piece of plastic or metal which is set between the strands of the string above the nocking point to sight through in line with the bow sight for aiming a compound bow.
Perfect End
To achieve the highest score for a certain amount of arrows shot.

Petticoat
The outeredge of a target that has no score.  It is generally meant as the outer edge of a paper or target face covering a FITA style Matt. 
Pile Point (Pile, Pyle)
A blunt arrow, headed with a lead tip or Pilum, hence the term pile, or target point.  
Pin Hole

The exact center of a target, also known as the spider.
Pins

1) Small knots in a wood bow.  2) Used to hold a target face to a Butt or Matt.  

Pinching
The squeezing of index and middle fingers against the arrow nock during the draw, causing deflection of the arrow.

Pivot Point
That point of the grip about which the moment forces (reactions) act. Normally the physical center of the bow.

Pluck(ing)
Pulling the string away from the face upon release, other than that dictated by a correct follow-through.

Point of Aim
A method of aiming in which the point of the arrow is sighted on an object, usually on the ground.

Point Blank Range

For a recurve or longbow - Distance at which the archer may utilize the center of the target as an aiming point. a
Poisoned Arrow
Used by the Australian aborigine, and others, for the downing of game.
Poker

The term for a long rod stabilizer. 

Popingo or Popinjay – signifying a painted bird

The exactr method is left to each National Governing body.  The following are the rules for the United Kingdon: The object of popinjay is to knock artificial birds off their perches. The perches are cross-pieces on top of a 90-foot (27 m) mast. The "cock" (the largest bird) is set on the top cross piece. Four smaller "hens" are set on the next crosspiece down. Two dozen or so "chicks" (the smallest birds) are set on the lower cross pieces. (GNAS, 2006 - rule 1000 (Popinjay/Facebook)
Poundage
In a compound it is the current draw weight of a bow.  This current draw weight can be changed by adjusting the limb bolts
Poplar (Arrows)

Wood arrows are used by traditional archers.  Some of the ‘trees’ used are Ramin, Douglas Fir, Maple, Ash, Hickory, Pine, Sitka Spruce, Southeastern Alaskan (yellow) Cedar, Chundoo, laminated Cedar and Pine, Birch; with each having it’s good qualities and bad qualities.
Power Stroke

The distance between the bow string at rest and the bow string at full draw.
Practice Bow

A bow of such light weight that it can easily be used by a beginner.  It is used to teach the beginning archer. 
Pressure Button
A spring loaded button in the sight window against which the arrow lies and compensates for side-ways bend of the arrow when shot.  Also called a Plunger button.

Pressure Point
Place on the arrow plate against which the arrow lies and exerts pressure when the arrow is released. It can be cushioned or spring loaded.
Q
Quarrel(s)
Square tips used during Medieval times
Quiver
Device for holding arrows. Different forms are back, belt, bow, ground and hip quivers.
R
Range

An area designated for 3D, target or field archery.
Ramin (Arrows)

Wood arrows are used by traditional archers.  Some of the ‘trees’ used are Douglas Fir, Maple, Ash, Hickory, Pine, Sitka Spruce, Southeastern Alaskan (yellow) Cedar, Chundoo, laminated Cedar and Pine, Birch and Poplar; with each having it’s good qualities and bad qualities.


Rebound
An arrow that bounces off of a target.
Recurve (‘Tips’ of a Recurve bow)
The end of the bow limbs that curve away from the archer and then bend towards the archer when the bow is drawn towards full draw.

Recurve Bow
A bow that has recurve limbs.

Reference Point or Anchor Point/Spot

A final resting spot on the archer’s face in which the archer comes to full draw.  For the finger shooter and the release shooter, the anchor point or spot will differ.

Reflex
Limbs are ‘slightly’ forward of the handle at rest.

Release
To allow the string to leave the fingers or the release aid, so as to shoot the bow.

Release aid
A mechanical device for releasing an arrow (compound bows only).

Right-Handed Archer
An archer who holds the bow in the left hand and draws with the right hand. Right-handed bow
A bow with the sight window cut out on the left hand side when viewed from the face of the bow.

Right-Handed Bow
This bow will have the sight window cut out on the left side of the bow when the string is facing you.

Riser

The part of the bow that the limbs are attached too or the center section of a bow.
Robin-Hood
A bandit archer of legend who lived in Sherwood Forest, near Nottingham, UK. Said to have unsurpassed skill with the bow and arrow, able to split an arrow at will. Also robbed the rich and gave to the poor.  A term given to two arrows shot end to end, the second arrow embedded into the rear of the first.  (Happens rarely, so the arrows are usually kept as a trophy.)

Round(s) (American)
The shooting of a definite number of arrows at a specified target from a set distances.  ‘Rounds’  could be an NFAA round. Ex: 30 arrows at 20 yards or 5 arrows per end with middle of target counting as 5pts for a total of 300 total points.

Round(s) (English)
The shooting of a definite number of arrows at specified target from set distances.  ‘Rounds’ are given names, usually of towns or cities, in the country of origin,  ex. "Brisbane" Rd = 30 arrows at 70 metres at a 122cm face + 30 arrows at 60 metres at a 122cm face + 30 arrows at 50 metres at a 80cm face + 30 arrows at 40 metres at a 80cm face. 120 arrows total for possible score of 1200 points.

Roving Round
Shooters ‘rove’ through the woods or open country taking turns, or the last shot winner, chooses the target and each take turns shooting to see who comes closest to hitting their intended target.
S
Sagittary
Arrows, such as those used by an archer.

Sagittate
Shaped like an arrowhead.
Scope Sight
A bow sight with a magnifying lens.
Self Bow
Unbacked wooden bow made from one piece of wood.

Self Arrow
An all wood arrow made from one piece of wood.
Set back a bit in the handle

When selecting the portion of the tree best suited for a bow, choose that part that when cut will cause the stave to bend backward toward the bark. Since your bow ultimately will bend in the opposite direction, this natural curve tends to form a straighter bow or as an archer would say… 

Set-Up
Used when archers wish to know what accessories a person has on their bow.  Accessories may include sights, arrow rest, stabilizer, arrows and anything else related to the bow and its equipment.  
Semi-Recurve Bow
A bow that is neither straight nor fully recurved.

Serving
The protective wrapping of thread around the loops and center of the bow string to protect it from wear.

Serving Jig
A device that holds the serving thread and maintains consistent tension as the thread is wrapped around the bowstring.

Serving Tool
A tool used to help ‘serve’ the center serving or the loops at the end of the strings.
Shaft
The arrow excluding the point, nock and vanes.  The shaft may include wood, carbon, carbon - composite or some other new material of the day.
Shaftment
The painted area, intended for the fletching of an arrow.

Shake

A Crack in the stave running with the grain. 
Shot, The
The release of the arrow.

Shooting Glove
A glove, one usually made of leather, with only three fingers for holding the bowstring.

Shooting Line
A line parallel to and a specific distance away from the targets from which all archers shoot.

Sight
Bow sight.  Used for sighting you bow and arrow to the target.
Sight Extension
extension of the sight which attaches to the bow.

Sight Block
The movable part of the sight which holds the sight pin, aperture or scope.  Can also refer to a piece of block used in connection with the bow sight.
Sight Window
The cut out section of the bow above the grip.
Sighters

Arrows shot in the course of sighting in your yardage pin.  Most competitions allow this. 
Sinew (deer)
The Leg tendons are used to make parts of a wood bow or arrows stronger, while the tendons from the shank can be used to make the bowstring.
Sipur (Sipar or Shield – Persian and Siper meaning arrow guide)
GNAS and FITA have spelled it in their own way as Sipur.  An extension or device on the bow that allows the use of short arrows. 
Sitka Spruce (Arrows)

Wood arrows are used by traditional archers.  Some of the ‘trees’ used are Ramin, Douglas Fir, Maple, Ash, Hickory, Pine, Southeastern Alaskan (yellow) Cedar, Chundoo, laminated Cedar and Pine, Birch and Poplar; with each having it’s good qualities and bad qualities.

Skirt or Petticoat

The outermost perimeter of the target face, outside the scoring area, holding it to the target.
Slap(ing)

When, from the release of the string, the string hits your arm or the arm guard.
Sling
Strap fastened to either the bow or the archer's wrist or index finger and thumb, to prevent the bow from falling when shooting with a relaxed bow hand.
Snake Bow
A bow with many crooks.
Snap Shooting
Releasing the arrow without pausing to aim carefully.

Solid Fiber Glass (Arrow, fishing)
An arrow used only for Bowfishing.

Southeastern Alaskan (Yellow) Cedar (Arrows)

Wood arrows are used by traditional archers.  Some of the ‘trees’ used are Ramin, Douglas Fir, Maple, Ash, Hickory, Pine, Sitka Spruce, Chundoo, laminated Cedar and Pine, Birch and Poplar; with each having it’s good qualities and bad qualities.

Spectator Line

A line in which the spectators may not cross for their safety. 
Spell

A feathered section of grain that lifts up on a bows belly.
Spindle

Meaning a heavy arrow
Spine

The factor which determines spine is the stiffness of the materials in the shaft as well as the geometry of the shaft.  The correct spine for a bows draw weight and the archers draw length will allow the arrow to recover quicker and allow the arrow to find its target faster and be more accurate.
Spinwing
A type of fletch made from mylar and is 'c' shaped in section.
A good fletch to use on A/C/C and A/C/E arrows as they rapidly stabilize the arrow flight through rapid spinning.

Stabilizer
A rod extension that is screwed into the stabilizer hole, helping to steady your bow.  A good stabilizer will help the bow balance during full draw, balance forward after the shot, help take vibration out of the bow and help with left and right hitting shots. A bow may have one or more stabilizers and most bows made today also help with these attributes.
Stabilizer Hole

A place in the front part of the bow to add stabilizers.  There may also be a place on the face of the bow for a smaller version.
Stacked Bow

This is when the thickness of the limbs is greater than the width. 
Stacking
A characteristic of bow performance where the force/draw curve rises more rapidly over the final part of the draw.

Stance
The position of the feet and body assumed when addressing the target.

Static Recurve
Limb tips remain stiff throughout draw.
Static Spine
Arrows with a high spine will not sag as much as arrows with a low spine.  An arrow's resistance to bending is determined by hanging a 2 lb. weight at the center of an arrow which is its self resting on two supporting points at 26" apart; then measuring the amount of the bend.  Inside diameter, the cross-section shape and the thickness of the materials all contribute to Static Spine.  In arrows like the ACC or Full Metal Jacket, which are a composite of Aluminum and Carbon; the inside diameter, the cross-section shape and the thickness of the materials all contribute to the Static Spine.  Let’s not forget the bonding materials also play a role.
Stave

A full-length piece of wood used to make a bow.
Stock
The part of a crossbow that sits against the shoulder when you are ready to fire.
Stretch, of a Bow String
The temporary elongation of a bow string.
String
A cord used to shoot a bow, ready for shooting and used to propel the arrow in the act of shooting.
To place a bow string on a bow in the proper position for shooting.
String Alignment
When the strings is at full draw in relation to the bow sight and the ‘center shot’.
String Jig
An adjustable frame used to make bow strings.
String Materials (Recurve/longbows) – Exact weight, mass, elasticity and performance not guaranteed.



These are a few of the ‘old’ materials:



Flax (linen), best quality – Superior       Hemp (female), best quality – Superior




Ramie (China grass) – Superior       Nettles – Good/superior




Sinew – Good       Gut - highest quality - Good
Stringer
A device to aid in the stringing of a bow. 
String Angle
The angle formed by the string at the nocking point when at full draw. (also pinch angle).

String Fingers
The fingers used to draw back the bow string.

String Hand
Drawing hand, the hand used to pull the bowstring.

String Height
The distance from the string to the pivot point of the bow when strung. (Old English: Fistmele).
String Peep
Also known as the peep sight.  An aperture is a small round piece of plastic or metal which is set between the strands of the string above the nocking point to sight through in line with the bow sight for aiming a compound bow.
Stripping a Feather

Separating the bristles at the tip of the feather and pulling them part, splitting the entire length of the quill.
T
T-Square 
A Device used to measure brace height and locate the nocking point on the bowstring.
Tab

What most archers will use when shooting fingers with a compound bow.  Usually made from calf hair, leather or other material.

Tackle
An inclusive term for archery equipment.
Tackle Line
A line, set behind the shooting line, behind which is placed all such equipment which is not used during shooting (also equipment line).

Take-Down Bow
A bow which can be taken apart, the limbs can be detached from the riser, for ease of travelling, storage and limb change-over.
Target Captain
The person who decides who is to call the value of each arrow, record the scores and draw the arrows from the target.
Target Day
What a person or club may call the day of a shoot.

Target Draw
This is when you ‘anchor’ under the chin.
Target Face
The paper which is attached to the boss, butt, or target and indicates the scoring areas.

Target Panic
A mental condition causing a loss of control in shooting form.  Symptoms can include; aim freezing, snap shooting, flinching and trigger punching.

Target Stand

A stand that support the butt, boss, matt or other target.
TFC
Torque Flight Compensators are adjustable rubber vibration dampeners fitted to stabilizer rods, usually on v-bars.

The Shot

The release of an arrow.
Tiller
To shape the limbs of an unfinished bow for even bending.  The reaction of the limbs whereby the nock ends propel the arrow in a ‘straight’ line by moving an equal distance in equal time to return to brace height by means of the various stresses in the top and bottom limbs with compensation for the bow hand pressure below and the arrow axis/center line above the centre of gravity of the bow.  Also a measurement from the space near the bottom of a limb and the top of the riser, there is a ‘space’ where they both ‘meet’.  The tiller is measured from this point to the draw string at res and is adjusted to tune a bow.

Timber

Word of warning, an archer is about to shoot, an arrow has been loosed.

Timber Hitch (A Boyer’s Knot)
Flemish braid strings were braided with a loop at only one end, meaning that the top had a loop braided into the string and the other end was left loose. This loose end was to be tied onto the lower limb nock and left there permanently (once the correct brace height was achieved).  By RJ Bachner
Torque
Any rotation or twisting motion of the bow in the horizontal plane.

Toxophilite
A person who is fond of archery, although more the history of archery than the sport. 
Toxophilus

Published in 1544, and written by Robert Ascham, it was the first book to teach the art of Archery.

Traditional Aiming

A method of shooting where the archer draws the bow back to the side of their face or under the jaw bone, holds temporarily while using their preference aiming point and then releases.  
Trajectory

The flight pattern of an arrow following the release of the string.   Both the power stroke, angle of release and gravity have a factor in the trajectory of the arrow.

Trigger
The mechanism in a crossbow to release the bowstring.  To release the bowstring using a release aid.

Tubular Fiber Glass
Lighter than a Solid Fiber Glass arrow and used for kids as a beginner arrow.

Tune(ing)
To adjust the bow, in various ways, so that it will shoot its best for an individual archer.
U
Ultralite
A model of aluminium arrow made by 'Easton'.  The wall thickness of the shafts are either 11 or 12 thousandths of an inch thick. Available in sizes 1511 to 2512.  A much lighter arrow than the X7 and XX75 models. 

Under Bowed
A bow that is too light in draw weight for the archer using the bow.  In other words – The archer will have too much control over the bow whereby they will not be able to shoot properly.
V
Vane
Plastic fletching on a bow. 
V-bar
A short extender fitted between the riser and long stabilizer that allows two short stabilizer rods to be added as a counter balance to the long stabilizer. The addition of the two short stabilizers’ on each side of the riser helps resist twisting reactions from the bow hand.  The v-bar is used in conjunction with TFC's. 

W
Waiting Line
Some clubs or tournament organizers will have a line behind the shooting line where archers who have finished shooting must wait until the rest of the shooters are done.

Wand

A straight ‘stick’ at least 6ft high and 1 to 2 inches wide.  It should have a point on one end so as to be able to drive it into the ground.

Wand Shooting

The competition of shooting at a Wand.

Wax
A material, in the past it was Bee’s Wax, now most companies make it using synthetic compounds; to help the string wear better and to be able to with stand the weather better.
Weasel Fur
Used as a silencer for the bowstring. 
Weeping Sheet
A sheet or booklet containing the ‘final’ scores of a shoot or league.
Weight

The bow manufacturer's determined number of pounds required to draw each bow's string at a given draw length.
Witch Hazel
Used, in part, by Ishi to make his arrows.


Windage
The adjustment of the bow sight, or the pin on the bow sight to allow for the wind deflecting the arrow.  
Windlass
A medieval device to pull the bowstring back on a crossbow. 

Window

Viewing space between the side of the bow and the string at full draw.
Wip Ended

When a bow is too thin or weak at the ends/tips.

Wipping

A wrapping to protect the loop and middle of the bowstring.
Wood (Arrows)

Wood arrows are used by traditional archers.  Some of the ‘trees’ used are Ramin, Douglas Fir, Maple, Ash, Hickory, Pine, Sitka Spruce, Southeastern Alaskan (yellow) Cedar, Chundoo, laminated Cedar and Pine, Birch and Poplar; with each having it’s good qualities and bad qualities. 
Work
A bow bending throughout its length.

Working Recurve
Recurve Limb tips uncoil as the bow is draw
X
Y
Yarn Tassel
A large tuft of yarn that is used to wipe mud and dirt from arrows.  Usually made of Club colors or to archers personal choice.
Yew
The wood of an evergreen tree used for making traditional bows. 
Z 
Zen

A form of meditation used by Kyudo Archers. 

More words may be added to this list as they become known.
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